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friends, that, whatsoever bruits and noises be spread abroad, or
whatsoever overtures have been made unto us, there was neither
new league made with him the day of writing hereof,, nor any
marriage concluded with him, neither that we have lent him any
money; only it is written to you, that certain matters touching
the merchants on both parties, which were in controversy, and
bred to the said merchants on both parties no small incommodi-
ties, be discussed and ordered; which is all that you can learn
is done with him, albeit it is written to you that the Imperials
have much pressed a straiter amity between us; and therefore
you may say, it shall not be well done that they give credit to any
light reports, for you dare be bold to say that, when these were
written, the date whereof you may allege of yourself, all is untrue
that hath been affirmed to the contrary.

Second, you shall say that as touching our affection to our
good brother the French King, you think assuredly it hath been,
and yet is, you doubt not, of such sort as would prefer his amity
before all others, so as it might be established in such sort as
should declare as hearty love and affection to be in him towards
us as we have born to him, and that our honour were so con-
sidered in the same, as appertaineth.   And you may say that, if
they would weigh deeply how necessary this amity and this
perfect knot between both realms should be for them and their
posterities, you doubt not but they would work more earnestly
and reasonably for the conclusion of it, and the removing of all
doubts that might in any wise breed any quarrel hereafter; which
they might easily do, if that matter of the pension, and the arrear-
ages due of the same, were so entreated with us and provided far>
as you think it might be, if they would earnestly and reasonably
set in hand with it.   For you may say, you think assuredly there
is in us such a rooted love and affection towards our good brother,
as in respect of the same we could be content to grow to some
reasonable moderation of our pension, so as we might have any
reasonable and honourable recompence for the same.   But how
far it varied from reason and all friendly equality to ask that
which they asked when the matter was last in communications
you may say you doubt not but, if the French King would change
parties with us in it, and indifferently weigh it, himself would